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Evidence Defined

(1)  You must make your decision based only on the evidence

that you saw and heard here in court.  Do not let rumors,

suspicions, or anything else that you may have seen or heard

outside of court influence your decision in any way.

(2)  The evidence in this case includes only what the

witnesses said while they were testifying under oath; the exhibits

that I allowed into evidence; the depositions which were read into

evidence or which you watched on the television set, the

stipulations that the lawyers agreed to; and the facts that I have

judicially noticed.

(3)  Nothing else is evidence.  The lawyers' statements and

arguments are not evidence.  Their questions and objections are not

evidence.  My legal rulings are not evidence.  And my comments and

questions are not evidence.

    (4)  During the trial I did not let you hear the answers to

some of the questions that the lawyers asked.  I also ruled that

you could not see some of the exhibits that the lawyers wanted you

to see.  And sometimes I ordered you to disregard things that you

saw or heard, or I struck things from the record or I allowed some

evidence to be considered by you for a limited purpose.  You must

completely ignore all of the things which are not in evidence or

which I struck from the record, and you can consider the evidence

which was admitted for a limited purpose only in your consideration



of the limited purpose for which the evidence was admitted.  Do not

speculate about what a witness might have said or what an exhibit

might have shown.  Things that are not evidence are not to

influence your decision in any way.

(5)  Make your decision based only on the evidence, as I have

defined it here, and nothing else.


