Cv 2.06

Direct and G rcunstantial Evi dence

(1) Now, sonme of you may have heard the terns "direct
evi dence" and "circunstantial evidence."

(2) Drect evidence is sinply evidence |like the testinony of
an eyewi tness which, if you believe it, directly proves a fact. |If
a wtness testified that it is raining outside, and you believed
the witness, that would be direct evidence that it was raining.

(3) Grcunstanti al evidence is sinply a chain of
circumstances that indirectly proves a fact. | f sonmeone wal ked
into the courtroomwearing a raincoat covered with drops of water
and carrying a wet unbrella, that would be circunstantial evidence
from whi ch you could conclude that it was raining.

(4) It is your job to decide how much weight to give the
direct and circunstantial evidence. The |aw nmakes no distinction
bet ween the wei ght that you should give to either one, or say that
one is any better evidence than the other. You should consider all
t he evidence, both direct and circunstantial, and give it whatever

wei ght you believe it deserves.



