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Damages - Reasonable - Not Speculative

(1) Damages must be reasonable.  If you should find that the

plaintiff is entitled to a verdict, you may award the plaintiff

only such damages as will reasonably compensate the plaintiff for

such injury and damage as you find, from a preponderance of the

evidence in the case, that was sustained as a proximate result of

defendant's acts or omissions.  Damages are not allowed as a

punishment and cannot be imposed or increased to penalize the

defendant.  On the other hand, compensatory damages are not

restricted to actual loss of time or money; they cover both the

mental and physical aspects of injury--tangible and intangible.

They are an attempt to restore the plaintiff, that is, to make the

plaintiff whole or as the plaintiff was immediately prior to the

injuries.

(2) You are not permitted to award speculative damages.  So,

you are not to include in any verdict compensation for any

prospective loss which, although possible, is not reasonably

certain to occur in the future.


