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Future Damages - Reduction to Present Cash Value

(1) If you decide that the plaintiff will sustain damages in

the future, you must reduce the amount to its present cash value.

The amount of damages you determine the plaintiff will sustain the

first year is to be divided by 1.05.  The amount of damages you

determine will be sustained in the second year is to be divided by

1.10.  The amount of damages you determine will be sustained the

third year is to be divided by 1.15.  You then continue to use the

similar procedure for each additional year you determine damages

will be sustained.  The total of your yearly computation is the

present cash value of the plaintiff's future damages.

(2) Bear in mind that your duty to discount to present value

applies to loss of future earnings or future medical expenses. If

you should find that the plaintiff is entitled to damages for

future pain and suffering or future mental anguish, then such award

is not subject to any reduction for the present use.


