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Duty to Deliberate

(1) Now that all the evidence is in and the arguments are

completed, you are free to talk about the case in the jury room.

In fact, it is your duty to talk with each other about the

evidence, and to make every reasonable effort you can to reach

unanimous agreement.  Talk with each other, listen carefully and

respectfully to each other's views, and keep an open mind as you

listen to what your fellow jurors have to say.  Try your best to

work out your differences.  Do not hesitate to change your mind if

you are convinced that other jurors are right and that your

original position was wrong.

(2) But do not ever change your mind just because other

jurors see things differently, or just to get the case over with.

In the end, your vote must be exactly that--your own vote.  It is

important for you to reach agreement, but only if you can do so

honestly and in good conscience.

(3)  No one will be allowed to hear your discussions in the

jury room, and no record will be made of what you say.  So you

should all feel free to speak your minds.

(4)  Listen carefully to what the other jurors have to say,

and then decide for yourself whether plaintiff’s claims were proved

by a preponderance of the evidence.


